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about in the room of the sick, asked them what they
would give to enjoy such vigorous health as his; one
of them answered, very piously, ‘‘ I would not even
turn my head aside to enjoy all the health in the
world, so readily as I would acquiesce in the good
pleasure of God.” This answer showed how power-
fully grace was working in this soul. Another who
had been a heretic, and something of a libertine, as-
tonished [18] all his companions at his death; for,
after having given proofs of his belief, after having
made his confession, with great contrition for his of-
fenses, when I presented to him the holy Viaticum,
‘I believe in you, my Savior,” said he, ‘‘ yes, I be-
lieve in you; come, be merciful to me; you are pow-
erful enough to pardon all my sins;” and, feeling
himself growing weaker, he urged us at that very
moment to give him Extreme Unction, which we did.
Having received it with many expressions of grief,
he addressed all his Comrades, saying, ‘‘ Adieu, my
Comrades, adieu, my companions; I must go; I ask
your pardon, I ask pity from all of you, I am very
sorry to have lived so badly; but I hope that God
will have mercy upon me; my God, have pity upon
me.” Uttering these words, he expired. [19] One
~ may place sickness as much as he pleases in the cata-
logue of the misfortunes of this life; yet I consider
that which carried off these young men as one of the
most signal favors they ever received from the hand
of God. In conclusion, health prevails throughout
all our settlements, but not saintliness, as yet.

I fear very much that vice will slip into these new
colonies. If, however, those who hold the reins of
government in hand are zealous for the glory of our
good God, following the desires and intentions of the



